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Backstory

The Helen E. Kruger Notebooks 
By Margeaux Claude

This past year has made us shift 
our relationship to work, access to 
information and what sharing physical 
space looks like. Artists are perhaps the 
best prepared to adapt to a constantly 
changing environment. Versatility is a 
keystone of an education or practice in 
fine art and craft. 

Entering graduate school in 2020 
during a global pandemic came 
with compromises. Limited access 
to museums and shows made 
me consider the riches in my own 
backyard. I found myself digging 
deeper and deeper into the archive of 
Scholes Library at the New York State 
College of Ceramics. What I uncovered 
was a sleeping giant. This abundant 
source of information is gently waiting 
for the seeker. Over one-hundred 
years of American ceramic history 
and research including the stories of 
individuals, their process and practice, 
are waiting to be read again. Among 
the archives’ artifacts, personal letters, 
files and research are the students, 
faculty and technicians who expanded 
the scope of Ceramic Art, Ceramic 
Engineering and Ceramic Design in 
America. These stories and people 
where unknown to me and now carried 
additional significance.

A particular treasure excavated in the 
archives are the notebooks by Helen 
Elizabeth Kruger. I discovered Miss 
Kruger’s story through research on 
Marion Fosdick. Helen Kruger was a 
favorite student of Fosdick and her dear 
colleague and painting professor Clara 
Nelson. Kruger obtained a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Industrial Ceramic 
Art from the New York State College 
of Ceramics at Alfred University in 

1938 and, later, a Master 
of Education degree 
from Columbia Teachers 
College. 

Kruger’s notebooks, 
left to the archive by 
Chris Rossi a friend and 
neighbor, contain diligent 
notes and drawings on 
workshops with Bernard 
Leach, Shoji Hamada, 
Franz Wildenhain and 
Soetsu Yanagi. One such 
notebook includes sketches 
of pots she drew while a 
student. All of her study was 
likely under the direction 
of Marion Fosdick, Clara 
Nelson and Charles Fergus 
Binns who founded and developed 
the modeling and pottery curriculum 
in the Department of Ceramic Design. 
Kruger’s notebooks also contain 
entries concerning historic art forms 
and philosophies of Black Mountain 
College. Her care and thoughtfulness 
has resulted in a detailed reflection on 
the ethos permeating the studio pottery 
of mid-century American ceramics. 
My favorite, from Kruger’s notebooks 
is a quote from Confucius recorded in 
the pages on a Hamada lecture and 
demonstration. Implied in the scribbled 
notes is that Kruger is recording 
Hamada as he quotes Confucius: “The 
wise man is he who in his maturity 
makes informal use of the gifts with 
which he is born.” Other pages included 
Hamada’s commentary on Picasso’s 
ceramics, throwing instructions from 
Marguerite Wildenhain and decorative 
slip demonstrations from Leach. 

The value found in the Scholes Library 
artifacts dovetails with the work of the 
maker. Research in the maker’s practice 
that is based in history provides the 
fertile ground into which we sow the 
seeds of the future. The process 
driven research of the maker informs 
the meaning found in the work of the 
historian as each discipline reciprocates 
equally the value of the other. 

Personally, as a current graduate 
student in ceramic art, finding the 
archival materials stirred thoughts on 
changes to ceramic education and 
inspired my mission to understand more 
deeply the canon of a time and place 
that shaped what has come before me.

Discovering the stories and information 
in the Kruger notebooks reminds me 
that at an isolating time in human history 
we can look back at the achievements 
of important women such as Fosdick, 
Nelson and Kruger to gain inspiration. 

Margeaux Claude, MFA candidate ceramic art, 2022  
School of Art and Design, Alfred University, Reviewing Helen 
E. Kruger’s, BS, AU, 1938, Notebooks, Scholes Library 
archives, Alfred University
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Helen E. Kruger, BS, AU, 1938, Glaze Notebook, Scholes Library Archives,  
Alfred University

Helen E. Kruger, 1938, Scholes Library 
Archives, Alfred University, 
Photographer Unknown

Helen E. Kruger BS, AU, 1938, Notebook, Scholes Library Archives, Alfred University

Helen E. Kruger BS, AU, 1938, Sketchbook, Scholes Library Archives, Alfred University

Their lesser-told stories and work as 
well as that of others like them are 
waiting to be discovered, written about 
and celebrated. We have been waiting 
for their accomplishments to come to 
light for far too long.

Margeaux Claude 

Margeaux Claude started throwing 
stoneware pots on a kick-wheel at 
14 and at 16 was working in a solo 
studio in New Zealand with porcelain. 
Later she went on to complete a BFA 
in Ceramics at the Kansas City Art 
Institute. In 2020 she was a Fulbright 
Student Scholar conducting ceramic 
research in Hungary. With a passion for 
product design, travel and cycling, she 
arrived in Alfred, NY. Margeaux is now a 
first year MFA Candidate in Ceramic Art 
at the School of Art & Design, New York 
State College of Ceramics at Alfred 
University.
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Visionary ($10,000+)
D. Philip Baker and David R. Bender
Michelle and Marty Cohen
The Estate of Nanette L. Laitman
Dr. and Mrs. Marlin Miller, Jr.

Kiln God ($5,000+)
Brian and Amanda Parry Oglesbee
Jane Sobel and Stanley Rosen

Benefactor ($500+)
Dr. Gene and Kathy Bernstein
Bonnie Botsford
Robert Grossman
Charlotte and Raul Hererra
Wayne Higby
Hongwei Li
James and Peg Miller
Ann Moskowitz
Amy Reger Palmer
Dr. L. David Pye
Dean David Spong
Richard and Martha Widdicombe
Jay Yedvab

Patron ($250+)
Helen W. Drutt English
James M. Jordan
Dr. Stephen J. Levine
Diane Mendez
Margaret W. Prisco
Tamara and Michael Root
Lawrence and Kathryn Thomas
Jim and Linda Varner

Ceramic Connoisseur ($125)
Lois Anderson
E. John Bullard III
Sherman Clarke
Dianna and William Emrick
Tom Folk
Susan Greene
Susan S. Hartwell
Beatriz Jevremovic

Kathleen Leahy
Louise Rosenfield
Judith Salomon and Jerry Weiss
Catharine Young Takemoto
Judith Weisman

Contributing or Business ($100+)
Andover House Antiques
Roberta Auerbach
Lesley Brill and Megan Parry
Mary Louise Carter
Louise Allison Cort
Raymon Elozua
Jennifer and Roger Fajman
  in memory of Elsie Cushing
Barbara Frey
Elizabeth Gulacsy
Samuel P. Harvey
Roald Hoffmann
Susan Jamison
Matthew Kelleher and Shoko Teruyama
Benjamin Krevolin
Dr. Edward Mainzer and Shyh Chou
Mary McGee
David and Elizabeth Miller
Sally Mueller
Pamela Riley Osborn
Mr. and Mrs. Roger H. Porter, Jr.
Pucker Gallery
Michael and Barbara Reed
William Reynolds
Linda Sikora and Matthew Metz
Charles Duryea Smith and Ruth G. Smith
Brier Smith Turner and Family
  in memory of Bob and Sue Turner
  in memory of John F. Turner
Marie Woo
Gust Zogas

Sustaining ($75+) 
Gerald and Mary-Louise Cartledge
Robert and Nancy Ferris
Lester Friedman
M. Gregg and Ruth Aldrich Gau

Louis and Sandra Greiff
David and Keiko Hergesheimer
Lisa D. Miller-Gray and
  Corning Incorporated
Rogie Bender Rome

Family ($50+)
Tom Arneson
Posey Bacopoulos
Bill Coch and Martha Lash
Timothy Dormady
Rob and Brier Eveland
Charles and Judith Freyer
Jill and William Giese
Suzanne Hill
Linda Huey and David Dronsick
Margaret E. Kavesh
Joseph and Elizabeth Menichino
Carleton B. and Diane Moore
Nancy Ramage
Brian and Carol Rogers
Susanne Stephenson
Paula and Peter Stone
The Telfeyan Family
Ward and Debra Votava

Individual ($35+)
Helena Aldrich 
Art Research Library,
  Los Angeles County Museum of Art
Caitlin Brown
Stephen M. Denman
Beth Ann Dobie
Jim Geletka
Charles Hallock
Robert P. Metzger
Olin Library, Cornell University
Nancy Selvin
Wallace Library,
  Rochester Institute of Technology
Thomas J. Watson Library,
  Metropolitan Museum of Art
Mitchell Wofchuck

Friends of the Museum
Listed below are individuals and organizations who renewed, increased, returned or joined as new members, contributed to 
an acquisition, memorial, or capital campaign fund, provided in-kind services or contributed ceramic work to the permanent 
collection, from the period of March 1, 2020 – April 30, 2021.

It is not too late for you to join and help us provide a broader funding base for the Museum. Your membership contribution 
helps to fund our changing exhibition program, care of the permanent collection, and special educational events.

For membership information, please visit us at ceramicsmuseum.alfred.edu or see our Membership Card
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Tours: Group tours should be scheduled two weeks in advance.

Cameras:  Photography is permitted only with handheld cameras and 
electronic flash in permanent collection exhibit areas only. No photos may be 
taken of traveling exhibitions. No photographs taken in the Museum may be 
reproduced, distributed, or sold without permission from the Museum.

Checkroom: All umbrellas, parcels and bags must be checked

Advisory Board
Marlin Miller, Chair, Reading, PA
Michele Cohen, NY, NY
Charlotte Herrera, Webster, NY
Grant Holcomb, Rochester, NY
Robert Pfannebecker, Lancaster, PA

Staff
Wayne Higby, Director and Chief Curator
Susan Kowalczyk, Curator of Collections and Director of Research
Bill Giese, Operations and Programs Manager
Taussen Brewer, Museum Attendant
Emily Parker, Museum Attendant
Student Assistants: Yanicke Amore, Jenna Johnson, Jasmine Mosko, 
Jude Williams

Design: Christine Stadler
Text: Wayne Higby
Text: Backstory by Margeaux Claude
Editor: Susan Kowalczyk
6/2021

@alfredceramicartmuseum
607·871·2421
ceramicsmuseum.alfred.edu
ceramicsmuseum@alfred.edu

Directions

From Interstate 86, Exit 33 in Almond, follow signs to Alfred University. 
From Main Street in Alfred, turn left onto Pine Street at the traffic light, 
proceed across the bridge over the stream of consciousness and 
turn left immediately. The Museum will be on the right, and parking is 
behind the Museum.

Hours

Wednesday 10am – 5pm
Thursday  10am – 5pm
Friday  10am – 5pm
Saturday  10am – 5pm

Temporarily closed Sunday, Monday, Tuesday. Closed major holidays.
Please call for exhibition information and closing announcements.

Admission

$7  Adults (18-54)
$5  55+
$3  Local Residents, non-Alfred students with ID, alumni,  
 AAA and Military
FREE  17 & Under, AU and A-State faculty, staff and students (with ID) 

Admission is FREE for Museum members, ESMRP and NARM 
members year-round.

Main Street (Rt. 12)

Pine Street

•••••••••••••••
••••

Parking

Senior Citizen/Student ($25+) 
Fred M.B. Amram
William and Judith Archer
Carol Clarke
Herbert Cohen
Geoff Councill
Charles Davis
Barbara A. Dobie
Bonnie Enke
Suzanne Hill
Nicholas Johnson

Sydney Leach
Mark McCloy
  in memory of Gary McCloy
Forrest L. Merrill
Susan J. Montgomery
Marion Morgan
Judith Prentice-Golby
Cleota Reed
Nancy Reuning
Joseph Rubin
Jan Schachter

Elaine Swiler
Susan Tunick
Marsha VanVlack
Terese Vascott
Nancy Weekly
Mary Ann Whittemore
Hope Zaccagni
Stephen Zawojski
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